
A  T E A C H  &  P L A Y  L E S S O N

Truth in Love
For teens ages 12–14 · about 45–60 minutes · Moral Issues for Teens · Relationships & Identity ·
game Stand or Compromise? · built on Romans 1:26–27, 1 Corinthians 6:9–11, and
Genesis 2:24

Your students are growing up when culture loudly says love means approving every desire, and
anyone who holds to Scripture is hateful. School hallways, shows, and social feeds redefine
marriage, identity, and kindness. Some feel confused about their own feelings; some have friends or
family who live differently; some fear speaking up. This session is dignified and hope-filled: God's
design for sexuality is clear, temptation is not the same as choosing sin, Christians stand on truth
without bullying, and Christ offers real change — not shame as a final word.

Before you teach anything, pray.
Assume someone in the room feels attraction they don't understand, has been mocked for
believing the Bible, or loves a person living outside God's design. Ask the Spirit for courage and
tenderness. You are not running a culture war — you are handing students truth they can love
people with. No slurs, no crude jokes, no public outing. Have a same-gender leader ready for
private follow-up.

The heart of the lesson

God is both holy and loving — and He calls us to mirror both. Genesis 2:24 shows His blueprint
before the fall: a man and woman leave parents, cleave in covenant, and become one flesh in
marriage. That design is good, not arbitrary. Romans 1:26–27 describes what happens when people
exchange God's truth for a lie and pursue same-sex relations — Scripture names it as contrary to
God's created order. First Corinthians 6:9–10 lists sexual sins that exclude from God's kingdom —
then verse 11 bursts with hope: such were some of you — washed, sanctified, justified in Christ.
Change is possible. Identity is received in Christ, not invented by culture.

Love people — don't bend truth to fit the culture.

Standing on Scripture is not the same as hating people. Romans 12:21 commands: do not be
overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. That means no name-calling, no gossip, no
celebrating someone's pain — but it also means we don't silence God's Word to win applause.
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Temptation toward same-sex attraction is not automatically sin; Jesus was tempted in every way yet
without sin (Hebrews 4:15). Choosing to act on what God forbids is another matter. When passion
rises in any direction, Paul's command still stands: flee sexual immorality — don't flirt with the edge
or rename sin as love (1 Corinthians 6:18).

Hope in Christ — not shame as the last word.

GENESIS 2:24

"Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and hold fast to his wife, and they shall
become one flesh."

1 CORINTHIANS 6:11

"And such were some of you. But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in
the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God."

How the session flows

1 Name the pressure. What is culture teaching about love, identity, and the Bible? ~8 min

2 Teach truth in love. God's design, Romans 1, hope in 1 Corinthians 6, flee sin. ~12 min

3 Play the game. "Stand or Compromise?" two-team showdown on screen. ~12–15 min

4 Quiet honesty. Reference card, filled in privately. ~5 min

5 Worksheet. In class or take-home reinforcement. ~15 min

6 Close with hope. Prayer, courage to stand, grace for the struggling. ~8 min

You'll want a screen for the game, printed reference cards and worksheets, pens, and leaders prepared to handle
sensitive questions with dignity — truth without cruelty, love without compromise.
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Leading it, part by part

Name the pressure

Start where they live. Ask: what messages do you hear about sexuality, marriage, and being a "good
person"? (Love is love, the Bible is outdated, silence equals kindness, believing in one-man-one-
woman marriage equals hate.) Let them talk briefly without forcing anyone to disclose personal
struggles. Land this: culture often says compromise — soften or hide Scripture so nobody is
uncomfortable. God calls Christians to stand on His Word and love people at the same time. Those
are not opposites.

Teach truth in love

Walk through four layers. Design: read Genesis 2:24 — marriage covenant between man and
woman is God's good pattern (Matt. 19:4–6). Warning: Romans 1:26–27 — when truth is
exchanged for a lie, God gives people over to dishonorable passions; name this plainly but without
graphic detail. Hope: 1 Corinthians 6:9–11 — the church in Corinth included people who had lived
in sexual sin and were washed clean in Christ; the gospel still changes lives today. Witness:
Romans 12:21 — overcome evil with good; we refuse hate, bullying, and mockery while we also
refuse to bless what God calls sin.

Clarify temptation vs. action: feeling drawn toward something God forbids is a battle many saints
face; choosing to indulge it is sin. Teach 1 Corinthians 6:18 for every student — flee sexual
immorality, whether heterosexual or homosexual. Address the "Bible changed" argument age-
appropriately: cultures shift, but God does not (Mal. 3:6). Head coverings in 1 Corinthians 11 were
cultural expression; sexual morality runs through Old and New Testaments unchanged.

If a student feels confused or ashamed, offer hope: tell God, tell a safe leader, hide Scripture in your
heart (Psalm 119:11), and don't let culture write your identity. You are not "less Christian" for feeling
tempted — you are called to stand with Christ.

Play the game

Split into two teams — default names TEAM STAND and TEAM LOVE — and run "Stand or
Compromise?" twelve to fifteen minutes. Round 1 sorts choices that stand on Scripture from ones
that bend truth for approval; Round 2 drills key verses; Round 3 handles real pressure at school;
Round 4 locks in hope and witness. Bridge back: every round asked the same thing — will you
compromise God's Word to fit the crowd, or stand in truth while loving people well?

Quiet honesty
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Hand out the reference card. Promise plainly that nobody is collecting it. Five quiet minutes to
circle, check boxes, and write. Some students are deciding whether they will stand before the next
hallway conversation. Protect that moment with silence and zero commentary walking the aisles.

Worksheet

Structured practice — verse lookups, truth checks, one scenario response, one action for the week.
Good for pairs or take-home. The reference card addressed the heart; the worksheet reinforces
Scripture.

Close with hope

Invite students to memorize the memorable line: love people — don't bend truth to fit the culture.
Pray for courage when friends pressure them to compromise, for kindness toward people they
disagree with, and for any student wrestling with shame to find washing and new identity in Christ.
Offer yourself and other leaders as safe adults afterward. Make the standard clear: God's design is
good, standing on Scripture is not hate, and the gospel still changes hearts.

Take it further
What is God's design for marriage according to Genesis 2:24? (Gen. 2:24; Matt. 19:4–6)

What does Romans 1:26–27 teach about exchanging God's truth for a lie?

What hope does 1 Corinthians 6:9–11 offer to people who have lived in sexual sin?

How is temptation different from choosing to sin? (Heb. 4:15)

What does it mean to flee sexual immorality? (1 Cor. 6:18)

What does Romans 12:21 teach about responding to evil — without becoming hateful?

How can you love a person while still standing on what Scripture says?

What should you do if you feel confused, ashamed, or pressured to compromise?

A final word

Teach the truth without softening what God said and without turning truth into a weapon. Your
teens will face this in a specific moment — a class debate, a friend's announcement, a meme that
calls believers bigots, or private confusion they have never voiced. Give them Scripture, give them
the game, give them the card, and trust the Spirit to make standing sound not cruel but courageous
— and love sound not like compromise but like Christ, who spoke truth and still drew sinners to
Himself.
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